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Dear Cabinet Secretary 

Thank you for your response to our letter and taking the time to read it. 

It is unfortunate you are unable to attend one of our meetings it would have been great to meet you 
and discuss matters face to face rather than via email. 

We would like to request further clarification to the Children’s Rights impact Assessment as the link 
you attached was regarding budget and spending. 

We are very keen on viewing this document (CRIA) as we are concerned about the minority ethnic 
groups along with the Gypsy Traveller groups. 

We have also written to Sally Holland Children’s Commissioner for Wales asking her to champion us 
on this issue. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Neath Port Talbot Youth Council 



Dear Children’s Commissioner 

We are Neath Port Talbot Youth Council and are writing to you to express our concerns regarding 
how the Education Improvement Grant will affect the Minority ethnic Services (MEAS) and also the 
Traveller Education Service (TES). 

Being a youth council we see it as our duty to ensure all young people within Neath Port Talbot are 
supported and included in every way we can. We feel we deserve an explanation as to why the 
funding for these learners is now included in one grant which serves disadvantaged learners across 
Wales measured by free school meals. We have already taken action by writing to Kirsty Williams, 
Cabinet secretary of Education expressing how we feel that the rights of minority ethnic, Gypsy 
Roma and traveller learners aren’t being respected due to the Education Improvement Grant as we 
feel they should be getting extra support as racial groups. 

The response we received was disappointing as she didn’t address the issues we presented. For 
example, we enquired about the Children’s Rights Impact Assessment (CRIA) but there was no 
mention of it in her response. 

We are writing to ask you to champion us on this issue and we would be very grateful if your Policy 
Officers would thoroughly review the Education Improvement Grant and feedback to us. 

We would like to thank you for taking the time to read this letter and allowing us to air our concerns 
and hope to hear from you soon 

 

Many thanks 

 

Neath Port Talbot Youth Council. 

Please find correspondence to and from the Cabinet Secretary attached 



  
By e-mail only                                                                                                                                 

                         

To: Neath Port Talbot Youth Council 

  

28 September 2018  

  

Dear Neath Port Talbot Youth Council,  

Thank you for your letter and for sharing the correspondence between you and the Cabinet Secretary for 

Education. 

I would share your concerns regarding the grant funding for minority ethnic and gypsy and traveller 

children.  I have met children from gypsy and traveller communities and also from refugee backgrounds 

who have been supported to succeed in school through this funding. 

Earlier this year I also wrote to the Cabinet Secretary for Education to express my concerns about the 

removal of the Minority Ethnic Achievement Grant (MEAG) in the last budget, and I spoke out in the media 

about the issue.  Others, like the Leader of the Welsh Local Government Association also spoke out about 

their concerns. This led to the £8.7 million that the Cabinet Secretary referred to in her reply to you, but I 

remain concerned about the long term plans around this. 

Members of the Children, Young People and Education (CYPE) Committee in the National Assembly for 

Wales are also very concerned about this issue.  They completed an inquiry into the Education Improvement 

Grant in 2017 and made a number of recommendations to the Welsh Government, for them to review and 

evaluate the arrangement in place to support these groups of learners.  The Government accepted these 

recommendations and committed to reviewing the EIG in its third year (2017-18).  The Committee’s report 

and the Government response can be found at the following link 

http://senedd.assembly.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=16200 

The CYPE Committee has also been very concerned about grants that seem to quietly disappear from the 

Welsh Government’s budget, such as support for the cost of school uniforms as well as the MEAG.  The 

Committee has asked Cabinet Secretaries and Ministers to send them detailed breakdowns of all of their 

budget lines for this year’s budget figures, so that any reductions or cuts can be identified and questions can 

then be asked before final decisions are taken. 

The Committee and I also agree with you that a Children’s Rights Impact Assessment should be undertaken 

for the budget.  Although I understand that the Government sometimes has to make difficult decisions 

around finances, it is important that they are accountable to the people affected by those decisions and are 

able to show how the decision was made. I cannot understand how decisions can be taken around grants to 

specific groups of children without considering the impact this may have on those children. I have also 

asked the Government to complete a CRIA for budget decisions this year and I have met with the Cabinet 

Secretary for Finance to discuss this.  

The next draft budget is due to be published on 2nd October by the Welsh Government, and a more detailed 

document will follow towards the end of that month.  On 15th November 2018 there will be a session of the 

CYPE Committee together with the Finance Committee and the Local Government and Equalities Committee 

to look specifically at impact assessments and the budget process.  I have been invited to give evidence to 

http://senedd.assembly.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=16200


this Committee and your letter and the concerns raised within this will be helpful evidence about these 

ongoing issues.  

I will be in touch to find out whether I or a member of my team can meet you before this session so that I 

can hear more about your views on this matter. 

My policy team will be looking in detail at the budget when it is published and we will be responding to this 

in detail.  In the meantime however I would like to send your correspondence to the CYPE Committee for 

their information, together with my reply.  Would you be happy for me to do so? 

I have also copied this reply to the Cabinet Secretary for Education as you had notified her that you would 

be writing to me. 

I would just like to finish this letter by noting that today in the United Nations young people from all over 

the world are talking about their role as being human rights defenders. By drawing attention to this issue 

you are contributing to the work of defending children’s human rights to non-discrimination and to an 

education that helps them be the best they can be.  

Thanks for writing to me. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 

Sally Holland 

Children's Commissioner for Wales  

 

cc. Cabinet Secretary for Education 

  




